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The Course and its Aims



“How well he's read, to reason against reading!”
The plays of William Shakespeare represent a central element of western culture and have profoundly influenced the world’s literature. They remain vital works of art, today. Consequently, learning to understand Shakespeare is an exciting part of a sound education in the liberal arts.

This course provides students with an extensive overview of Shakespeare’s dramatic career and his development as a playwright. Students will gain a sophisticated appreciation for the structure and plotting of the plays as well as their thematic complexities. Moreover, students should leave the course with a rich sense of the interplay between drama and other aspects of early modern English culture.

Text







“society, saith the text, is the happiness of life”
Shakespeare, William. The Norton Shakespeare. Ed. Stephen Greenblatt et al.

Students should arrange to have access to this edition. Written assignments must cite this edition.

Students are also expected to make use of the course web site: http://faculty.uccb.ns.ca/tpettigr especially The Drama of Shakespeare’s England: A Writing Guide for Students.
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“And joy comes well in such a needy time”
Attendance and Participation
Though no attendance grade will be given in this course, regular attendance and participation in class is essential for success. Students are expected to have read the plays under consideration, and the introductions to them, by the time they are studied in class. Additional readings, from the General Introduction to The Norton Shakespeare, are given with the relevant plays and are also required reading.

The Classroom Environment

A course such as this involves considerable work outside the classroom conducting research, doing independent analysis, and so on. Nevertheless, the classroom is vital because it is the one place where all members of the class come together.

As such, the classroom should be an environment in which all students feel free to raise questions and offer contributions as the year progresses. Vigorous intellectual work will inevitably sometimes make people uncomfortable and will sometimes offend. For the most part, such difficulties are important and productive because they force us to reconsider our perspectives and assumptions. But as scholars we must also practice respect for others. Therefore, in the interest of creating a challenging yet respectful environment, I ask and I expect that everyone will:

1. whenever possible, arrive on time and stay for the entire class; those who must come



late or leave early should do so as unobtrusively as possible


2. refrain from private, personal conversations in class


3. leave cell phones and related devices off


4. avoid carelessly or deliberately demeaning other members of the class

Plays (read the play and its introduction)
Additional Readings from General Introduction
The Taming of the Shrew


 “The Legal Status of Women” and  “Women and








Print”

Richard III




 “A Female Monarch in a Male World”

Romeo and Juliet 



“The Shakespearean Trajectory”

A Midsummer Night’s Dream


 “Cosmic Spectacles” and “The Enemies of the







  Stage”


King John




“Henry VIII and the English Reformation,” Henry







 VIII’s Children,” “The English Bible” and







 “The Kingdom in Danger” 

The Merchant of Venice


 “The English and Otherness”

--------------------------------------- Semester Break ---------------------------------------------

Hamlet





“The Poet of Nature”

Twelfth Night




“The Fetishism of Dress” and “The







 Paradoxes of Identity”

Othello





“The Play of Language”

King Lear (read conflated text)

“Shakespeare and the Printed Book” and “From 






 Foul to Fair: The Making of the Printed Play”

All’s Well that Ends Well


 “Life and Death”

The Tempest




 “James’s Religious Policies and the Persecution of







 Witches”






Assignments and Grading


“Yea, look'st thou pale? let me see the writing.”
Exams
Students will be required to sit an examination in December and another in April during the regular exam periods.  Each of these exams will count for 25% of the final grade. The exams will focus largely on objective knowledge from the preceding term, so careful study during the term and careful review before the exams will be required.

Students must earn an average of a passing grade on the examinations to pass the course.  That is, the combined total, divided by two, must be 50% or more. Students whose exam grades do not meet this requirement will not be given a passing grade, regardless of their results on their essay assignments.  Of course, an average passing grade on the exams does not guarantee a passing grade on the course as a whole.

Assignments
In addition to exams, students will write a series of essays. Essays should be original works of analysis, and must be based on the topics provided. All essays will be held to high standards of scholarly achievement and so will require considerable effort. In many cases, the essay topics will address issues not covered in class, so careful independent reading of the plays is critical.

In order to pass the course, students must earn a passing grade either on the research paper or on two other papers submitted during the year. Students who do not meet this minimum requirement will not be given a passing grade regardless of their overall performance. As with the exams, simply meeting this requirement does not necessarily ensure passing the course.

The flexible assignment structure
This course utilizes a flexible assignment structure that allows considerable choice regarding which assignments are completed and when assignments come due.  Topics must be chosen from the list provided. The assignments must be received by 5:30 pm on the due dates indicated. Because no given paper must be completed, late papers will not be accepted, not even for medical or compassionate reasons, so students must plan ahead to ensure that they can complete their assignments on time.  Students should also be aware that they must cite The Norton Shakespeare and no other edition in their essays.

Students are not expected to hand in an assignment at every due date. Rather, students choose which assignments they want to do (and thus which deadlines they want to meet). Since the exams count for a total of 50%, the remaining assignments must have a total weight of 50%.

Although the assignment structure is flexible, in no case should students leave all their assignments to the second term. Students who do so generally find they have insufficient time to complete enough of the remaining assignments.

Students must earn a passing grade on at least two of the shorter assignments (notes or short essays) or on the research paper in order to earn a passing grade.
Types of Assignments

Notes (5 pages, 10% each)
Notes are short essays on one very specific aspect of one play. Secondary research is required.

Short essays (10 pages, 20% each)
Here, students will write a brief analysis of one or more plays on a topic provided. Secondary research is required. Primary research is strongly encouraged, and may be required for some topics.

Historical Research essay (15 pages, 30%)
This long essay must be an in-depth study of an important issue relevant to one or more plays on the course. The essay must make substantial use of both primary and secondary sources.

Students writing the research essay are strongly encouraged to do enough work in the first term so that they will not have to write additional second-term papers.

Secondary Sources

All secondary sources should be of reliable quality (see below). If in doubt about the appropriateness of any of your sources, consult your instructor.

Reliable secondary sources include the following, all of which you are encouraged to use:


Articles from peer-reviewed literary journals, in print or online (note that there are very



few online)


Books from university presses or high quality commercial presses


Reference articles from specialized works (e.g. The Encyclopedia of the Renaissance)


Web sites maintained by scholarly associations and institutions of higher learning

Unreliable secondary sources includes the following and must not be used:


Articles from the popular media (e.g. newspapers, newsmagazines)


Books for the popular press (e.g Shakespeare for Dummies)


Study guides or notes, in print or online (e.g. Coles Notes, Sparknotes)


General encyclopedias in print or online (e.g. Wikipedia)


Web sites of general interest (e.g. answers.com)


Private or commercial web sites, even when focussed on specific authors or issues

Planning Your Work
Since no student will be required to submit any given assignment, it is vital that each student plans to complete his or her assignments in a way that accords with his or her particular schedule.  Failure to plan may result in insufficient time to earn full marks in the course.

Here are examples of assignment sequences – though others can work – that would satisfy the course requirements:


First term


Second term



Total


2 notes (20%)


Research essay (30%) 

50%


1 short essay (20%)

Research essay (30%)


50%


3 notes (30%)


2 notes (20%)



50%

Scrapping
Additional flexibility is afforded by the fact that students can scrap any assignment they do not wish to count towards their final grade.  Of course, an additional paper must be written to replace the scrapped assignment.  For this reason, it is all the more advantageous to do as many assignments early in the course as is reasonably possible.

Papers that receive a grade of 0 for misuse of sources may not be scrapped.

Rewriting
Despite students’ best efforts, some papers do not turn out as one might hope.  For this reason, this course has a generous rewrite policy. Any paper may be rewritten subject to the following rules:

1. Papers that receive an initial grade of less than 60% may be rewritten once only.

2. Papers that receive an initial grade of 60% or more may be rewritten as many times as the student wishes, provided each rewrite earns a higher grade than the previous version.

3. Rewrites are expected to correct technical errors, but these corrections themselves will not be sufficient grounds for a higher grade. Significant improvements to the argument must be made.

4. Rewrites must be submitted with the marked copies of all previous versions.


5. No rewrites will be accepted after 5:00 pm the day of the April exam.


6. Papers that receive a grade of zero for misuse of sources may not be rewritten.

Format for written assignments
Assignments must be typed in black type, double spaced, on white, 8.5x11 paper. Use 1 inch margins and a 12 point seraph font such as Times New Roman. Do not insert spaces between paragraphs. Pages must be numbered in the upper right corner.  Pages must be fastened together by a single staple in the upper left corner.  Do not use a title page; your name, student number, the instructor’s name, the course number, and the date should appear in the upper left corner of your first page. Citations must be done according to MLA parenthetical style. Assignments that do not meet these guidelines will be penalized.

Interim Grades
The interim grade will be calculated based on the December exam and on the first 20% of the written assignments.

Final grades
Final grades will be calculated as indicated above: 50% for exams, and 50% for essays, weighted according the structure outlined. Students should be aware that any grade from 50 to 59 inclusive  is a borderline pass. Consequently final grades just below 50% will not be raised simply to allow a student to pass the course.  Students should, therefore, monitor their own progress carefully throughout the course. Deadlines for dropping courses without penalty are given in the calendar.

The flexible assignment structure allows students to make up for unsatisfactory grades with additional work as the course progresses; therefore, no supplemental exams or extra assignments (except as indicated)  will be permitted.
Students are reminded that in addition to earning a grade of 50% or higher, they must earn an average of a passing grade on their exams, and must earn passing grades on at least two of their written assignments (or on the research essay) to pass the course. Students who fail to meet these minimum requirements will be given a grade of 45 or the grade they earn, whichever is lower.

Academic Integrity and Research Ethics   “Why, then mine honesty shall be my dower;/ For by that loss I will not purchase them.”
Plagiarism
When you submit work for this or any other course, it is assumed that the work is yours and yours alone, except when you clearly indicate otherwise.  Any words, ideas, factual information, or other intellectual material that you draw from other sources, whatever they may be, must be acknowledged in a way that makes it absolutely clear what you have taken, how you have adapted it, and from whom. To present the work of others without clearly indicating that it is the work of others, is plagiarism and constitutes a serious academic offense.

Plagiarism includes, but is not necessarily limited to:


1. Handing in an assignment that was wholly, or in part, written by someone else.


2. Drawing passages from other sources and inserting them into your paper without quotation marks and proper citation.


3. Drawing passages, even short phrases, word-for-word from other sources, citing the source, but without putting the quoted passages in quotation marks.  Doing so makes it appear as though you have paraphrased a passage when you have not. Changing a few words does not constitute legitimate paraphrase.


4. Taking ideas, evidence, lines of arguments, or facts from other sources, even if those sources are not print sources, and even if you have put it in your own words, without indicating the source.

It is absolutely imperative that you clearly understand what you must cite and how to cite it.  This material will be covered in class, and a review is provided online. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the proper use and citation of sources, ask your instructor before you submit your paper. Notice that current university policy does not make allowances for intent or understanding, therefore carelessness and ignorance will not be acceptable excuses for plagiarism.
Students using electronic resources such as the web should be aware that the standards and principles of academic integrity and scholarly quality normally applied to printed texts apply equally to electronic sources, whatever they may be.

Statement of Originality (Please read carefully)
All assignments must include, at the end of the Works Cited list, the following statement, worded exactly as it is here:



This paper constitutes my own original work. All words, ideas, 



factual information, and other intellectual materials drawn from other



sources have been fully and accurately acknowledged.
This statement must be signed and dated by the student. No essay will be accepted without it.

Research Involving Human Subjects

Literary scholars occasionally undertake research involving other living human participants, as when, for instance, they interview people regarding literary issues of general interest (teaching, censorship, etc) or interview authors. Therefore, it is important to know that any research involving human subjects (including conducting interviews or surveys) must be approved by a university review committee. Failure to do so is a serious breach of ethics. If you have questions, speak to your instructor

Appendix A: Essay Questions

Due dates are given with each topic.

Notes (10% each; 5 pages)
1.Why is moon imagery so prevalent in A Midsummer Night’s Dream? (October 26th)
2. Compare the political functions of marriage in Richard III and King John. (November 9th)
3. Discuss the film She’s the Man as a reading of Twelfth Night. (February 15th)
4. The notion of nobility presented in All’s Well that Ends Well is contradicted by that presented in The Tempest. Discuss. (March 22nd)
Essays (20% each; 10 pages)
1. There is no shortage of moral advice within Romeo and Juliet.  Friar Laurence provides moral instruction to Romeo on how to love, and to the Capulets on how to grieve.  Capulet himself harshly corrects (in his view) Juliet for her willful disobedience, and Mercutio has no end of advice on what constitutes the good life.  But does the play as a whole have a moral message? That is, does the play as a whole provide advice for right thought and action? If so, what is it and how is it conveyed? (October 12th)
2. So much attention is paid to Shylock in The Merchant of Venice that it is easy to forget that Shylock is one of three Jewish characters who appear in the play. Discuss the significance of Jessica or Tubal (or both) in the play. (November 23rd)
3. Hamlet, it is usually assumed, ultimately descends from the medieval story of Amleth, as told by the historian Saxo Grammaticus. Though Shakespeare likely relied on other sources instead of, or in addition to Saxo, is there any value in reading the play next to the Danish history? (February 1st)
4. Do Othello and Desdemona ever have sex? Does it matter? (March 8th)
Research Essay (30%; 15 pages)

For this assignment, you must write a detailed analysis of any play or plays on the course in the context of the historical realities of early modern England.  Students are encouraged to address some topic that is of especial interest to them – not necessarily what they think would make a “good” topic. Almost everything that was of interest to us was of interest to the Elizabethans and Jacobeans. Food, alcohol, music, dance, tobacco, crime, political corruption, war, rioting, dreaming – allow yourself to be inspired.

There are no pre-determined topics for the research essay.  Students must devise a topic of their own and are reminded that the essay, like all essays, must be an original work of literary analysis. The essay may deal with any plays that appear on the course and may make very limited references to Shakespeare plays not on the course.  Primary and secondary sources must be used, and must be fully and properly documented.  Research essays that do not make significant use of primary and secondary sources will be heavily penalized. Students are reminded that plays by Shakespeare are not considered primary sources for the purposes of this assignment.

Students are further reminded that before undertaking work on the research essay they should complete a written proposal and discuss it with the instructor. Notice that the research essay alone will not provide enough work for full marks in the course.

Appendix B: Essay Format Checklist
	No title page
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Text is typed or printed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	White 8.5x11 paper
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paper is stapled in upper left corner
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Title centred above text on page 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1" margins on all sides
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Twelve-point seraph font
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pages are numbered
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Student info on top left of page 1, single spaced
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Main text is double spaced
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Long quotations are indented and double spaced
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Citations in MLA parenthetical style
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No spaces between paragraphs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Titles for long works such as plays italicized, in quotation marks for short works
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Essay is required length
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Works Cited list included
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Statement of originality included, signed and dated
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix C: Grades Explained


	Range
	Grades
	Notes

	A+
	90-100
	Papers in this range present a striking, original thesis and provide elegant, creative arguments to support it. Evidence is ample and varied, and the paper is free of technical errors.

	A
	80-89
	These papers have a clear, specific, significant thesis with cogent and articulate arguments. Technical errors are few and minor.

	B
	70-79
	Papers in this range usually present a clear thesis, but that thesis may lack refinement or may have only moderate significance. Technical errors are present but rarely inhibit clarity.

	C
	60-69
	These papers may have a thesis, but it may be too broad or too vaguely stated to be wholly interesting. Arguments are presented but the paper lacks coherence.  Technical errors impede easy reading.

	D
	50-59
	Papers in this range usually lack a thesis, though there is some evidence and argumentation. Technical errors make the paper confusing in some areas.  Borderline pass.

	F
	40-49
	These papers have serious deficiencies such as lack of needed evidence, inadequate length, failure to make a substantial argument, or an extreme number of technical errors. Any one of these will normally merit a failing grade.

	F
	20-39
	Papers in this range commonly display more than one of the serious deficiencies described above.

	F
	below 20
	These papers have little redeeming value. They display a broad range of serious deficiencies and do not present any sustained, coherent argument.

	0
	0
	Papers receive a 0 if they seriously misuse sources or if they in no way meet the requirements of the assignment.


Appendix D: Sample Feedback Sheet

Form (items marked incorrect must be corrected in rewrites to earn a higher grade)






Incorrect


Correct
Identifying info/Title

Margins

Font

Spacing

Page Numbering

Parenthetical Citations

Works Cited list



Content (substantial improvements must be made in rewrites to earn a higher grade)




Poor



Fair 



Excellent
Introduction

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Significance of thesis
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Accuracy of facts

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Accuracy of quotations
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Use of evidence

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Level of detail    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Logic


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Unity of argument
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Paragraph structure
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sentence structure
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Grammar/Punctuation
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Spelling


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Clarity


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tone


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Conclusion

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Use of secondary sources
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Initial /  Current / Final Grade for this paper:
�


�


�






